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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 25 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The phrase "may be" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase arc part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United Stales before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United Stales before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application tiled under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 25-31, 36-44, 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fridthjof (2006/0261975). 

As to Claim 25, Fridthjof teaches a device for object recognition, the device comprising: 
a signal source 19 adapted to generate at least one electromagnetic wave which may be reflected 
by an object 20; a receiver 21 or 22 for receiving the at least one electromagnetic reflected by the 
object; and an evaluation unit 23, wherein the evaluation unit is provided to evaluate a 
polarization of the at least one electromagnetic wave (18) reflected by the object and received by 
the receiver and to generate at least one evaluation signal (see figs. 4-7, paragraphs 0076-0078). 
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As to Claim 26-28, 3 1 the evaluation unit 23 is adapted to determine a rotation angle of 
the polarization between the at least one electromagnetic wave, reflected by the object 20 and 
received by the receiver and an electromagnetic wave emitted by the signal source, is adapted to 
determine a type of polarization of the at least one electromagnetic wave reflected by the object 
and received by the receiver , is adapted to determine a wavelength of the at least one 
electromagnetic wave reflected by the object and received by the receiver; the evaluation unit 
23 is adapted to determine on a basis of the evaluated polarization, to evaluate the properties of 
polarization of at least two electromagnetic waves with different wavelengths, to evaluate the 
ratio of the two electromagnetic waves. 

As to Claim 29, wherein the signal source is adapted to change at least one of an angle of 
polarization, a level of polarization and a type of polarization of the generated at least one 
electromagnetic wave, in order to generate at least two differently polarized electromagnetic 
waves (with polarization filter 24). 

As to Claim 30, the signal source (10) is adapted to change the wavelength of the 
generated at least one electromagnetic wave (12), in particular to generate at least two 
electromagnetic waves (12) with different wavelengths (see fig. 4 and corresponding 
description). 

As to Claims 36, the receiver 22 or 21 is adapted to change its receiving characteristics 
controlled by the evaluation unit 23. 

As to Claim 37, the signal source 19 is adapted to generate at least one linear, circular or 
elliptically polarized electromagnetic wave, having a wavelength in the region of visible light 
(see paragraph 0076). 
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As to Claims 38-44, 46-48, the device of the above mentioned claims will be able to 
perform the method as claimed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 32-35, 45 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to L. G. Lauchman whose telephone number is (571) 272-2418. 
The examiner's normal work schedule is 8:00am to 4:30pm (EST), Monday through Friday. If 
attempts to reach examiner by the telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor Gregory 
J. Toatley, Jr. can be reached on (571) 272-2059, ext. 77. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1562. 

/L. G. Lauchman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2877 



4/2/2009 



